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LIBRARY NEWS

Book Club Returns to the Library!
Since our July 2019 reboot of the Library Book
Club we have had some great success. The first
book Where’d You Go Bernadette was widely
enjoyed and helped to create a lovely start to our
new group. This first meeting allowed us to get a
vibe for what our friends like to read. Our fall
pick Ask Again, Yes stirred many emotions
making for an tough discussion and leaving us
with a case of the wintertime blues. Daisy Jones
and the Six was fun way to chill out after the
holidays. Currently we are working with the
Hochberg Women’s Center to enjoy some lunch
and chat about the NYT bestselling Love
Warrior. Book Club 2.0 (as I like to call it) is
off to an exciting start with about 15 regular
members in attendance and word spreading
around campus about what we are up to on those
Wednesday afternoons. —Meagan Joseph

The library experienced a shake up in January of this year, with a few major staff changes. Maura
Keating has left Bryant University to start her new role as the librarian at the Hope Academy in
Providence, Rhode Island. We miss her something awful, yet we know that Maura will bring her
brilliance and kind spirit to her new position.
We have a new librarian who is helping to round out the team. Jodi Devine is a Research and Instruction librarian who comes to us from Providence College where she has worked in the
equivalent position for the past three years. Much of Jodi’s professional experience is within or
adjacent to higher ed, having spent time as an English professor, a freelance editor, an academic
administrator, and an archivist.
Jodi couldn’t be a more perfect encapsulation of the Bryant curriculum, having earned her BS in
business before later getting her Ph.D. in English. Jodi is specifically the subject liaison for
Literature and Cultural Studies, History (along with Allison Papini), and Math, but she is well
suited to help students do research no matter if they are looking for research help within the
College of Business or the College of Arts and Sciences.
The students’ ability to learn is a major focus of Jodi’s. “I like to find out where the students are
academically and pick up how stressed they are. If they are too stressed, they can’t really learn.
Before I even start helping stressed students with research, I have them take a few deep breaths.”
We are lucky to have someone like Jodi who knows and values the importance of self-care among
our student population. Stop by and meet her, you’ll be glad you did.

IMPEACHMENT: AN AMERICAN HISTORY
BOOK REVIEW

The book Impeachment: An American History is a collection of chapters chronicling the impeachment proceedings
against Andrew Johnson, Richard Nixon, and Bill Clinton. While the book does not feature any information on the
impeachment of Donald Trump (the book was published in late-2018, one year before any impeachment proceedings
began), the introduction and conclusion by historian Jeffrey Engel look at why the framers included
impeachment within the constitution, and what that means for our present moment. Each chapter was written by a
different historian, Jon Meacham, Timothy Naftali, and Peter Baker respectively who are all experts on each president/
period in which the proceedings took place.
Each chapter chronicles the causes, major figures, public responses, and outcomes of each impeachment or, in the case
of Nixon, impeachment inquiry and investigations. Meacham’s chapter on Johnson focuses on the heavy Republican
opposition to him in the legislature which led to his trial. Naftali examines the struggle of uniting the liberals,
Republicans, and Southern Democrats to remove a president clearly abusing his power. Baker looks at the outcomes of
impeaching the popular President Clinton and the struggle of basing his senate trial on that of Johnson’s which took
place 130 years prior. These are bookended by Engel discussing the development of impeachment by the framers, the
importance of only seeking impeachment when it is necessary, and there is bipartisan support for it.
No matter the reader’s political affiliation, each chapter of Impeachment reveals aspects of our current political moment.
I disagree with Engel’s assertion that history repeats itself, however, knowing the past can give us better insight into the
present. And with Trump’s impeachment proceedings following the structure of Clinton’s, and Clinton’s following
Johnson’s, seeing these breadcrumbs of history can keep us aware of our past and focused on our future as a nation.
—Connor Mathis

On September 24, 2019, the library took part in a
nationwide campaign to register people to vote in honor of
National Voter Registration Day. While other departments
and organizations of Bryant have held voter drives in the
past, it was a first for The Krupp Library.
The library partnered with the office of Rhode Island
Secretary of State Nellie Gorbea, which provided us with
the resources to get us started such as a voter toolkit with
recommendations and information to make sure the event
went smoothly. Additionally, the American Library
Association provided us with stickers and posters to
advertise the event.
Having spent most of the day working the table, a highlight
for me was talking to all the different people who came up
to either register to vote, check their registration, or talk
about their own relationships with voting. Over the course
of the day, I met someone who volunteered with the
organization Rock the Vote as well as people who
registered to vote at concerts sponsored by the same
organization.
The total number of people who registered to vote in the
library was nine. However, one student approached me a
few days later and told me that after she registered in the
library, she made sure her roommate did the same from
their room. Many students, once they found out they could
register to vote from their rooms, didn’t feel the need to
register from the library yet still asked for a list of the
information needed in order to register for their own state.
While at Bryant we registered nine, there were an
impressive 473,725 new voter registrations nationwide. I
wouldn’t have been able to register any new voters without
the help of others on the library staff, and even some
faculty members who sat down and helped some students
with the registration process. Of course, not everyone was
Interested in becoming a voter. This is just the beginning of
the new voter initiatives at Bryant, and around the country,
and maybe their minds will change. We at the library
believe Bryant students and the young people of this
country are the future, and we look forward to doing even
more in the future to get them involved in our democracy.
—Connor Mathis

DATABASE SPOTLIGHT

GALE ARCHIVES OF SEXUALITY AND GENDER
With material drawn from hundreds of institutions and organizations, including both major international
activist organizations and local, grassroots groups, the documents in the Archives of Sexuality and Gender: LGBTQ History and Culture since 1940, Part I present important aspects of LGBTQ life in the second half of the twentieth century and beyond. The archive illuminates the experiences not just of the
LGBTQ community, but of individuals of different races, ethnicities, ages, religions, political orientations, and geographical locations that constitute this community. Historical records of political and social
organizations founded by LGBTQ individuals are featured, as well as publications by and for lesbians
and gays, and extensive coverage of governmental responses to the AIDS crisis. The archive also contains personal correspondence and interviews with numerous LGBTQ individuals, among others. The
archive includes gay and lesbian newspapers from more than 35 countries, reports, policy statements,
and other documents related to gay rights and health, including the worldwide impact of AIDS, materials
tracing LGBTQ activism in Britain from 1950 through 1980, and more.
One highlight of the archive is the unparalleled assemblage of newsletters, newspapers, and periodicals
by, for, and about gays and lesbians. Materials from the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Historical
Society, for example, include rare publications from now-defunct groups such as the spiritually oriented
Q Spirit forum or the Southern California Council on Religion and the Homophile. Collections from the
Lesbian Herstory Archives include mainstream and alternative publications from 1970 to 2008. The collection from the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives (Series 11) includes periodicals and newsletters
from countries as far-flung as Latvia and Zimbabwe. These holdings reveal the many functions printed
media held, and hold, for LGBTQ individuals: creating and fostering community; providing local, national, and international news; advertising meetings, demonstrations, and other events; offering entertainment; shaping readers’ perceptions of relevant issues; and showcasing LGBTQ-friendly businesses.
In addition, the archive encompasses extensive material related to feminism, women’s rights, and women’s concerns. The Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin: Beyond the Daughters of Bilitis collection, for example, includes documents related to Lyon and Martin’s groundbreaking book on domestic violence and
their work with the National Organization for Women (NOW). Many of the subject files from the Lesbian Herstory Archives concern the women’s liberation movement, and the Sexual Politics in Britain collection documents the British wing of the movement specifically.
In the 1940s and 1950s, American and British lesbians and gays began forming organizations to educate
others and advocate for greater acceptance. The archive’s records of the earliest US gay rights
(Mattachine Society) and lesbian rights (Daughters of Bilitis) organizations include both internal records,
such as meeting minutes and membership data, and documents produced for the public, such as press
releases and texts of speeches. Britain’s emerging gay rights movement during the 1950s and 1960s is
represented by the files of the Albany Trust, which was founded in 1958 to decriminalize homosexuality,
counsel gays and lesbians, and educate the public.
(continued on next page…)

Beginning in 1970, events affecting the LGBTQ community inspired the creation of groups with
more militant tactics. The archive includes records of the Gay Activists Alliance, an organization
founded after 1969’s Stonewall riots, and ACT UP, a group founded in 1987 in response to the AIDS
crisis. The archive also contains extensive records of the largest British LGBTQ rights groups during
the 1970s: the Committee for Homosexual Equality in England and the Scottish Minorities Group in
Scotland.
Three collections document governmental and medical responses to the AIDS epidemic:
-In Response to the AIDS Crisis: Records of the National Commission on Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, 1983–1994;
-Studies in Global Crisis: The International AIDS/HIV Crisis, Part 1: 1985–1999; and
-The Bush Administration and the AIDS Crisis.
These three collections include records from presidential commissions concerning AIDS during the
Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush administrations and governmental and NGO reports from
1985 to 1999 that offer an exhaustive review of the political, social, medical, and economic effects of
AIDS worldwide.
The Archives of Sexuality and Gender: LGBTQ History and Culture Since 1940 consists of 20 individual collections, with a total page count of nearly one and a half million pages. Documents span
from 1940 to 2014, with the bulk from 1950 to 1990. Although most materials are in English, the archive contains periodicals in German, Polish, Spanish, Russian, Japanese, French, Italian, Hebrew,
Indonesian, and other languages. Four collections are sourced from the Lesbian Herstory Archives,
the largest lesbian-focused archives in the world; two are sourced from the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender Historical Society. Others are sourced from the New York Public Library, the London
School of Economics, and from the National Institutes of Health.
Documents include:
-Meeting, committee, and conference minutes, notes, and transcripts from LGBTQ rights
organizations worldwide
-Administrative records of LGBTQ rights groups, such as bylaws and membership lists
-Materials produced by these groups slated for the public: press releases, articles, fliers,
handbills, brochures, presentations
-Complete contents of US and International newspapers, newsletters, and magazines
-Press clippings about gay and lesbian issues
-Internal US government memoranda
-Studies and reports by US government agencies and nongovernmental organizations
-Medical research records and reports
-Private correspondence
-Surveys, election questionnaires, records of site visits
-Government briefing books
Photographs

-Internal US government memoranda
-Studies and reports by US government agencies and nongovernmental organizations
-International reports, policy statements, and documents related to LGBTQ health
and rights
-Medical research records and reports
-Private correspondence
-Surveys, election questionnaires, records of site visits
-Government briefing books
-Photographs

The Archives of Sexuality and Gender program is essential for scholars and researchers
focused on sex, sexuality, and gender studies; health and hygiene; cultural change;
LGBTQ studies; women's studies; American studies; civil and human rights; journalism;
literature; social movement history; British twentieth-century history; and more.
Description taken from Gale, Archives of Sexuality and Gender. Read more here: https://
bit.ly/2NW83hk

From the library homepage
(library.bryant.edu),
hit the “Articles & Databases” tab.

Click the “G” to go to our databases
that start with that letter.

Gale Archives of Sexuality and Gender
is the first one listed!

